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To the United Nations Economic and Social Council, 

 

Recognizing the importance of limiting the socio-economic impacts of Covid-19, 

Noting with deep concern the amount of people who are in dire need of assistance and 

protection, 

Alarmed by the 7.94 million victims to Covid-19, 

Reminding that a strong relation between the countries is fundamental in ensuring facilitation, 

funding and food initiatives, 

Emphasizing the need of international cooperation in this time,  

 

1. Encouraging the implementation of innovative solutions on an international scale: 

a. The “Better Connections” programme, a nationwide initiative targeted at 

improving the wellbeing of expatriate workers; 

ⅰ. Established in Qatar, successfully surpassing its pre-set target of 1.5 

million beneficiaries by providing digital inclusion opportunities, to 

1,679,000 beneficiaries, within a five year time-frame since its launch; 

b. Mental Support Service launched to assist residents in dealing with COVID-19 

anxiety; 

c. The enhancement of artificial intelligence (AI) established within the country to 

further develop and encourage the advancement or production of testing kits; 

ⅰ. Played a vital role in the quick and efficient response to the pandemic 

through the government of South Korea; 

ⅰⅰ. Creates an area for prioritising immediate response within a country 

dependent on the number of those affected as well as further prevention; 

d. The South African Government  has just a fraction of the resources of a lot of 

developed countries but still it has managed to flatten its COVID-19 curve; the 

country says it has more than 3,600 cases, but officials say community 

transmission is under control, buying hospitals time to prepare if cases do spike; 

i. Using methods developed with help from the U.S., South Africa has 

deployed an army of 28,000 contact tracers to track the spread of the 

coronavirus, and has flattened the curve of infections; 

 

 

 

 



2. Encouraging countries with current recessions or predicted recessions to have a 

stimulus packages, a factor with a negative impact on the economy contributing to high 

unemployment rates;  

a. Introducing an economic stimulus package including strategies to aid the 

economy and ensure that business activity continues even in the COVID-19 

pandemic in the footsteps of the government of Ras Al Khaimah, UAE; 

i. Contains a section which states whatever environmental violation was 

made before March 13 2020 can be compensated for by planting trees 

instead of paying a fine; 

b. The South African government is considering a R1-trillion (approximately $53.5 

billion) stimulus proposal that will be at the centre of the government’s economic 

intervention to limit the catastrophic fallout of an extended Covid-19 lockdown on 

South Africa’s economy, which is expected to plunge into a deep recession 

during 2020;  

i. The package is expected to be similar to the enormous $2-trillion                                          

scheme recently approved in the US, as South Africa’s government might 

target sectors hardest-hit by the lockdown by offering assistance to 

financially distressed companies in the form of loans offered by 

commercial banks with favourable interest rates and other terms or loan 

guarantees offered by the National Treasury; 

c. Encourage the prolonging of ongoing collaboration between countries in order to 

sustain a supportive chain in which certain goods can be provided to those 

countries that are experiencing a scarcity of that specific product; 

d. Economic policy must be aimed at protecting jobs and preventing profitable 

companies from closing due to a lack of liquidity; 

i. In addition to economic production, it is essential to prevent the crisis 

from spreading to the financial system. If the system remains well 

capitalized and with sufficient liquidity then it can help support an early 

recovery; if not, the economy will further deteriorate; 

e. Encourage the prolonging of ongoing collaboration between countries in order to 

sustain a supportive chain in which certain goods can be provided to those 

countries that are experiencing a scarcity of that specific product; 

ⅰ. Provide support and stability to labour workers in countries to consult 

the matters of job termination, as well as schemes that will help maintain 

those in their current occupation or to avail other opportunities; 

f. Encouraging the implementation of UAE’s Federal Law No.3 of 2020 addressing 

the economic handling of resources during the pandemic; 

ⅰ. Aims to uphold food sustainability; 

ⅰⅰ. Preparation of comprehensive reports and studies are to be taken in 

order to determine consumption rates, surpluses, deficits and the 

availability of food commodities. All of which will be coordinated by the 

Ministry of Economy and National Emergency Crisis and Disaster 

Management Authority (NCEMA); 

 



3. Encouraging countries to look at past pandemics/epidemics as an example and using 

the knowledge and experience to better handle the current pandemic; 

a. The Government of South Africa has applied its experiences from public health 

campaigns against tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS epidemics to curb the spread of 

coronavirus; 

i. The government and its partners have the know-how and infrastructure 

to conduct widespread testing, this expertise has been translated to both 

expand contact tracing efforts and identify the key populations important 

in the transmission of the virus; 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/05/01/this-is-south-africas-third-major-pandemic-100-years-it-has-learned-its-lessons/

